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Summary

. . . . . . Tim Store
States have addressed cellphone use in schools through legislative and non-legislative actions.! . v A
Chief Executive Officer,

Since 2023, 36 states and DC have enacted legislation related to cellphone use in schools. NCSL
Enacted legislation includes requirements, guidance, and incentives concerning students’ use
of cellphones, commonly affecting policies set by school districts and governing bodies.

e Requirements: 32 states and DC have enacted legislation establishing requirements for
policies on students’ use of cellphones in schools, and Louisiana has established a
statewide requirement.

e Guidance: 11 states and DC have enacted legislation with measures providing for guidance,
model policies, and other resources related to students’ use of cellphones in schools.

e Incentives: 4 states have enacted legislation allocating funds for approaches or solutions
that relate to students’ use of cellphones in schools, such as pouches or bags for devices.

Some states have enacted a combination of these measures. Eight states and DC have provided
for guidance to inform the development of local policies that meet established requirements,
and South Carolina and Vermont require local policies to be consistent with guidance. New
York and Oklahoma have enacted legislation including requirements and incentives.

Requirements for Cellphone Use in Schools

In states with requirements, legislation commonly specifies conditions on students’ use of
cellphones and exceptions. States commonly require and/or permit school districts and
governing bodies to include certain conditions in policies; and a few states have established
additional provisions relating to the policy development process, including stakeholder
involvement, periodic reviews and updates to policies.

Conditions Relating to Use

Conditions on students’ use of cellphones vary according to the type of requirements set, and
when and where they apply to students. Requirements include general policies, restrictions,
and prohibitions.

1 Please see appendices A, B and C for additional information and resources on state activity.
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e General Policies: 5 states have enacted local policy requirements that generally address students’ access to,
possession or use of cellphones.

e Restrictions: 5 states have enacted local policy requirements that establish limits or restrictions on students’ access
to, possession or use of cellphones.

e  Prohibitions: 20 states and DC have enacted local policy requirements that prohibit or ban students’ access to,
possession or use of cellphones. Louisiana has established a statewide prohibition on students possessing electronic
communication devices.

In addition to the states above, California requires local policies to restrict or prohibit students’ use of smartphones.

Legislation often defines when and where students may be restricted from accessing, possessing, or using cellphones,
such as during instructional time or throughout the school day. Most states have policy requirements that generally
apply to students, though two states have provisions which pertain to specific ages or grade levels. Florida prohibits
elementary and middle school students’ use of a wireless communications device during the school day, and high school
students’ use during instructional time. Georgia prohibits bell-to-bell access to personal electronic devices for students
in grades K-8.

Conditions Relating to Exemptions

States with requirements on cellphones in schools commonly outline conditions for exemptions. Most states require
local policies to include exemptions pertaining to specified circumstances, while a few states allow for school districts
and governing bodies to include additional exemptions in policies. Some states identify exemptions that local policies
may include and do not stipulate requirements.

The most common exemption requirements include special education, health, emergency, and language and translation-
related purposes, though states have also specified exemptions for other instances. Several states also provide for
teacher and administrator discretion in allowing students to access, possess or use cellphones in schools.

Additional Provisions

Beyond defining conditions on use and exceptions, some states have established additional measures relating to topics
such as:

e Implementation and enforcement, such as provisions regarding storage, personnel and administration, monitoring
and compliance, and disciplinary measures.

e Communication procedures, such as provisions regarding guidelines and criteria for parent-student communication
and emergency-related protocols.

e Accountability and transparency, such as provisions regarding the publication and communication of policies, and
providing data and reports.

e Digital literacy, internet safety and the use of technology and social media in schools.




Appendices

The appendices provide additional information on state activity related to cellphone use in schools. States have enacted
legislation, engaged in non-legislative activity, or acted in a combination of approaches. The appendices include:

o Appendix A: Enacted Legislation on Cellphone Use in Schools
e Appendix B: Sample of Non-Legislative Activity
e Appendix C: NCSL Resources

Appendix A: Enacted Legislation on Cellphone Use in Schools

The table below summarizes state legislation on cellphone use in schools according to the type of measure informing
policy development and the conditions on possession, use and exemptions. The table outlines requirements set by
legislation, unless otherwise noted; authorized measures are shown in jtalics.

Among the 36 states and DC enacting legislation related to cellphone use in schools since 2023, five states have enacted
multiple pieces of legislation during this period, and six states have enacted legislation that amends provisions existing
prior to this period.

Some states have enacted legislation which includes requirements for guidance or reports to be developed by state
educational agencies and other entities; links to related resources are included in footnotes where available.

State educational agencies and other entities have also engaged in activities outside of legislative requirements; the
table does not detail these actions.

Enacted Legislation Related to Cellphone Use in Schools (2023-2025)

Type of Measure

Conditions on Possession and
Use

Conditions on Exemptions

AK HB 57 (2025) Requirement for local policy General policy on students’ If a policy prohibits device use, unless
adoption: possession and use of non-school- | pertaining to:
- school districts issued wireless - medical or translation purposes
telecommunications devices - an emergency
during regular school hours. - educational purposes, when granted by
a teacher or administrator
AL HB 166 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use and Unless pertaining to:
adoption: operation, or possession of a - an IEP, Individualized Accommodation
- local boards of education wireless communication device in Plan, 504 plan, or Individualized Health
any public elementary or Plan
secondary school building or - an emergency threatening life or safety
grounds during the instructional - educational or learning purposes, under
day. the supervision of local board of
education personnel
AR SB 142 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ Unless pertaining to:
adoption: possession and use of a personal -an IEP or 504 plan
HB 1015 (2013) - public school districts and electronic device during the school | - health reasons
open-enrollment public day; and - an emergency
charter schools Prohibition on students’ use of a - extracurricular activities after a school
personal electronic device during day
the school day - personal electronic devices issued to
students during the school day
- two-factor authentication for endorsed
concurrent enrollment courses
Policies may include an exception
pertaining to a special event that occurs
during the school day.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:AK2025000H57&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=659179ed2b9ae4ce1ea776b9ee01be78&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:AL2025000H166&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=3289b6cd198ccecdedf418f737300d69&mode=current_text
https://arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=SB142&chamber=Senate&ddBienniumSession=2025%2F2025R
https://arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=SB142&chamber=Senate&ddBienniumSession=2025%2F2025R
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:AR2013000H1015&verid=AR2013000H1015_20130211_0_E&

AZ HB 2484 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ use of Unless pertaining to:
adoption: wireless communication devices - a medical condition
- school district governing during the school day. - an emergency
boards and charter school - educational purposes, as directed by a
governing bodies teacher
CA AB 962 (2025) Requirement for local Restriction or Prohibition on Unless pertaining to:
AB 3216 (2024) adoption: students' use of smartphones -an IEP
- school district governing while at a schoolsite or while - health or well-being, when determined
AB 272 (2019) bodies, county offices of under the supervision and control by a licensed physician and surgeon
education, and charter of applicable employee. - a comprehensive school safety plan, in
schools the case of an emergency or in response
to a perceived threat of danger
Policy development must - a teacher or administrator who grants
involve significant permission
stakeholder participation.
Policies must be updated
every five years.
co HB 1135 (2025) Requirement for local policy General policy on students’ Unless pertaining to:
adoption: possession and use of - ADA accommodation, an IEP or Section
- local boards of education, communication devices during the | 504 plan
district charter schools, school day. - monitoring or addressing a medical
institute charter schools, and condition
School for the Deaf and the Policies may limit device
Blind possession and use, consider Policies may limit device possession and
prohibitions and exceptions that use, consider prohibitions and exceptions
Guidance includes a are specific to grade levels and are | that are specific to grade levels and are
collection of resources and developmentally appropriate, and developmentally appropriate, and
research from the consider device possession and use | consider device possession and use on and
department of education that | on and off of school grounds off of school grounds during the school
may assist in the during the school day. day.
development of policies.
Policies may consider possession and use
Policies may consider for prevention or response to an
comments from the public emergency and exceptions for
and staff. instructional purposes or to make a
safe2tell report.
DC B 73 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ Policies may include exemptions for
adoption: possession of a personal wireless educational purposes and health care
- local educational agencies communication device on school needs.
premises at any time during the
Guidance includes a model full school day.
policy developed by the office
of the state superintendent of
education.
DE SB 326 (2024) Incentive for local policy Restriction involving technology Not specified

development: school cell
phone pouch pilot program
for local education agencies
serving students in grades 6-
12.2

solutions that reduce the usage of
cell phone distractions during
learning hours.

2 Delaware Department of Education (2025). School Cellphone Pilot Program Report.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:AZ2025000H2484&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=4af4e8d6530f700a1bf745def015d688&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CA2025000A962&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=4a966cd68d25574e116ef806013e99f7&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CA2025000A962&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=4a966cd68d25574e116ef806013e99f7&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CA2023000A3216&ciq=ncsl5&client_md=07a4483f2b962f44c80cbe84d1243380&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CA2023000A3216&ciq=ncsl5&client_md=07a4483f2b962f44c80cbe84d1243380&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:CA2019000A272&verid=CA2019000A272_20190701_0_CH&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2025000H1135&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=0ae0533822d9f55b6a248ba6e33f2205&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:DC2025000B73&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=a64c304c34f04c571dae62b7ac59dd79&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:DE2023000S326&verid=DE2023000S326_20240630_0_EF&
https://education.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/school-cellphone-pilot-report-.pdf

FL HB 1105 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on elementary and Unless pertaining to:
HB 379 (2023) adoption; student code of middle school students’ use of a -an IEP or 504 plan
conduct with specified rules: wireless communications device - valid clinical reasoning or evidence
SB 184 (2004) - district school boards during the school day, and high - educational purposes, as expressly
school students’ use directed by a teacher
Guidance includes a model during instructional time.
policy that may be adopted,
as outlined in a report.
GA HB 340 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on bell-to-bell access Unless pertaining to:
adoption: to personal electronic devices by - an |IEP or Section 504 plan, or medical
- local school systems and students in grades K-8. plan as necessary to fulfill the
public schools requirements of the respective program
or plan
Regular reviews of the
effectiveness of such policies
and procedures and
adjustments as necessary are
required.
Guidance includes guidance
and technical support from
the state department of
education. 3
1A HB 782 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ use of Unless pertaining to:
adoption: personal electronic devices during | - an IEP or Section 504 plan
- school district boards of classroom instructional time. - a petition filed by a parent or guardian
directors to allow access for a legitimate reason
Policies may limit use during school | relating to physical or mental health
Guidance includes model hours, including during classroom
policies from the director of instructional time, that are more
the department of education. | stringent than model policies.
The state board may adopt
rules.
ID SB 1032 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ use of Policies may provide for exceptions,
adoption: electronic communications including but not limited to
- local school boards and devices; to be as limited as accommodations for IEPs.
public charter schools possible in school buildings and on
school grounds or premises during
school hours; and
to reduce distractions in classroom
settings during school hours.
Policies may prohibit students from
carrying devices in school buildings
and on school grounds or premises
during school hours.
IN SB 185 (2024) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of a Unless pertaining to:

adoption:
- school corporations and
charter schools

wireless communication device
during instructional time.

-an |IEP or 504 plan

- an emergency or managing health care
- educational purposes during
instructional time, if authorized by a
teacher

3 Georgia Department of Education (2025). Guidance to Support the Distraction-Free Education Act.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:FL2025000H1105&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=306dfabd3d9350ab218c38a14346e5da&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:FL2023000H379&verid=FL2023000H379_20230509_0_CH&
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2004/184/BillText/er/HTML
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:GA2025000H340&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=86124e93da83ab30ab028427227a0fa3&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:IA2025000H782&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=ba0d384d6f65ec20b41206e0b12e40e7&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:ID2025000S1032&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=8241e8febe7b191b369edad3cd4e4964&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:IN2024000S185&verid=IN2024000S185_20240311_0_EF&
https://gadoe.org/press-releases/guidance-to-support-the-distraction-free-education-act/

KY HB 208 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of a Unless pertaining to:
adoption: personal telecommunications -an |IEP or 504 plan
HB 266 (2000) - school district boards of device during instructional time. - an emergency
education - an instructional purpose, if directed to
do so by a teacher
- an instance authorized by a teacher
LA SB 207 (2024) Statewide Requirement Prohibition on students' Unless pertaining to:
possession and use of an - an |EP, Section 504 plan, or
electronic telecommunications Individualized Health Plan
device throughout the
instructional day.
ME HB 809 (2025) Requirement for local policy General policy on students’ use of | Not specified
adoption: personal electronic devices during
- school boards the school day.
MN SB 3567 (2024) Requirement for local policy General policy on students’ Not specified
adoption: possession and use of cell phones
- school districts and charter in school.
schools
Guidance includes best
practices from two Minnesota
principals’ associations. 4
MO SB 68 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students from Unless pertaining to:
adoption: displaying or using an electronic -an |IEP or 504 plan
- school districts and charter personal communications device - an individualized emergency health care
school governing boards from the beginning of the school plan or an individualized health care plan
day until the end of the school - accommodations in compliance with
day. federal laws, including regarding English
language learners
Policies may include exceptions in the case
of an emergency and when directed for an
educational purpose with authorization as
directed by board policies.
NC HB 959 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students from Unless pertaining to
adoption: using, displaying, or having a -an IEP or 504 plan
- public school governing wireless communication device - health care, in accordance with a
bodies turned on during instructional documented medical condition.
time. - educational purposes or for use in the
event of an emergency, if authorized by a
teacher. Policies may establish
parameters to be followed by a teacher in
granting such authorizations.
ND HB 1160 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ access to Unless pertaining to

SB 2354 (2025)

adoption:
- school districts or applicable
governing bodies

a personal electronic
communication device during
instructional time.

Policies may limit or allow student
access outside of instructional
time, during a school-related
activity.

- IEP, 504 or other accommodation plan
- health or well-being, as determined by a
licensed medical provider

4 Minnesota Elementary School Principals Association and the Minnesota Association of Secondary School Principals (2024). Cellphone Toolkit.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:KY2025000H208&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=ad3555b33abcdd82f41970613746e635&mode=current_text
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/acts/00RS/documents/0034.pdf
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:LA2024000S207&verid=LA2024000S207_20240528_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:ME2025010H809&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=23278501986322bc256f93e8118acf0b&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:MN2023000S3567&verid=MN2023000S3567_20240517_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:MO2025000S68&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=30dad8678f1faff66ce3eee2a25d1f2f&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NC2025000H959&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=8d7fd5f0ecd55450e77b0c4b7bf726b1&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:ND2025000H1160&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=13aacf625fa86dadba4d630a41771b2f&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:ND2025000S2354&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=e3c63bcd97b4cb101fd780588a04ad78&mode=current_text
https://mnmsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CellPhoneToolkit.pdf

NE LB 140 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of an | Unless pertaining to:
adoption: electronic communication device -an |IEP or 504 plan
- school boards of public while on school property or - monitoring or managing health care
school districts attending a school instructional - an emergency or perceived threat of
function. danger
Policy development must - educational purposes during
include stakeholder instructional time, when authorized by
participation. the school district
- instances determined appropriate by the
school board or otherwise allowed by an
appropriate school employee
NH HB 2 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ personal Unless pertaining to:
adoption: communication device from when | -an IEP, 504 plan
- school boards and charter the first bell rings to start - medical needs, such as insulin pumps
school boards of trustees instructional time until the and glucose sensors
dismissal bell rings to end the - emergent multilingual students with
Policies must be developed in | academic school day. appropriate language access programs
collaboration with school and services
parents and teachers and be
reviewed annually.
NJ SB 715 (2023) Guidance includes a report Not specified Not specified
published by the Commission
on the Effects of Social Media
Usage on Adolescents. >
NM SB 11 (2025) Requirement for local policy General policy on students’ Unless pertaining to:
adoption: wireless communication devices. - an accommodation for a student with a
- school districts and charter disability or an IEP
schools Policies may prohibit a student - a medical necessity
from using a wireless - text-to-speech, speech-to-text or other
communication device during assistive technologies that aid in
instructional hours. communication, navigation or learning
Policies may permit use in the event of an
emergency or to manage health care,
permit use for accessibility purposes, and
provide for the permissible use during
non-instructional hours; and authorize a
teacher to permit use for educational
purposes during instructional hours.
NV SB 444 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ use of an Unless pertaining to:
adoption: electronic communication device -an IEP or 504 plan
AB 138 (2003) - boards of trustees of school during instruction. - an emergency or crisis or to manage
districts health
- instructional purposes, if allowed by a
teacher
NY SB 3006 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of Unless pertaining to:

adoption:

- school districts, charter
schools and boards of
cooperative educational
services

internet-enabled devices during
the school day anywhere on school
grounds.

-an |IEP or 504 plan

Policies may authorize use if allowed by
personnel for a specific educational
purpose; where necessary for the
management of healthcare; in the event
of an emergency; for translation services;

5 New Jersey Commission on the Effects of Social Media Usage on Adolescents (2025). Growing Up Online: Findings and Recommendations from the
New Jersey Commission on the Effects of Social Media Usage on Adolescents.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NE2025000L140&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=a4ca8d876596c7d924268ee30fbdd566&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NH2025000H2&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=eb9222fed91c98a67bf0f38b099123e9&mode=current_text
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2022/PL23/126_.PDF
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NM2025000S11&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=f6045dec9d95d1f9e1add579100a3550&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NV2025000S444&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=e77e860c808cd277930e7df49492e07a&mode=current_text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/72nd2003/bills/AB/AB138_EN.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3006/amendment/B
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3006/amendment/B
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/digital/docs/Social-Media-Report_Sept2025Final.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/digital/docs/Social-Media-Report_Sept2025Final.pdf

Policy development must
involve stakeholder
participation.

and on a case-by-case basis, upon review
and determination for a student caregiver
who is routinely responsible for the care
and wellbeing of a family member; and
where required by law.

SB 3003 (2025) Incentive for local policy Prohibition on students' use of Not specified
adoption: funds appropriated | internet-enabled devices during
for distraction-free school the school day on school grounds,
policies. as a stated focus of distraction-
free school policies.
OH HB 96 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ cellular Unless pertaining to:
HB 250 (2024) adoption: telephone use during the - circumstances determined appropriate
- school district boards of instructional day. by the district board, or if included in an
education IEP or 504 plan, for the purposes of
student learning or to monitor or address
a health concern
- the building's comprehensive emergency
management plan
OK SB 139 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of cell | Unless pertaining to:
adoption: phones and personal electronic - monitoring health issues
- school district boards of devices while on the campus of a - emergency use
education public school district from bell to
bell.
Beginning SY 2026-2027,
boards of education may
adopt such policies.
SB 1129 (2025) Incentive for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of cell | Not specified
adoption: grants designated phones and personal electronic
for school districts to provide devices while on the campus of a
a cellphone-free educational public school district from bell to
environment. bell, as a requirement for the grant
program.
PA SB 700 (2024) Incentive for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of cell | Not specified
adoption: funding designated | phones during the school day, as a
for school entities to requirement for the grant
purchase cell phone lockable program.
bags.
RI HB 5598 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ physical Unless pertaining to:
adoption, including access to a personal electronic -an IEP or 504 plan
components as defined by the | device as defined by the - medical needs such as glucose
department of education: department of education. monitoring
- public schools - a plan to support emergent multilingual
learners
Guidance includes guidelines -an emergency
and recommendations from
the department of education
and other entities.
SC HB 4025 (2025) HB | Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ access to | Not specified
5100 (2024) adoption, as prescribed by personal electronic

the state board of education,
as a condition for receiving
state aid:

- school districts

communication devices during the
school day.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:NY2025000S3003&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=6b77f809eb0fcdf28a83b4367a37f78c&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:OH2025000H96&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=255c58c45f5df817dc71bac2884660e7&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:OH2023000H250&verid=OH2023000H250_20240515_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:OH2023000H250&verid=OH2023000H250_20240515_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:OK2025000S139&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=f8eae98d0f3e650d21ac858fbfe3a580&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:OK2025000S139&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=f8eae98d0f3e650d21ac858fbfe3a580&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:OK2025000S1129&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=2e0c010d1b05d22a100de847fbd94e17&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:PA2023000S700&verid=PA2023000S700_20240711_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:RI2025000H5598&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=d9dda77c780b86c4a112d93f8874e533&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:SC2025000H4025&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=b4a8544719dc277579446a0cf2a20d3f&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:SC2023000H5100&verid=SC2023000H5100_20240703_0_LVI&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:SC2023000H5100&verid=SC2023000H5100_20240703_0_LVI&

Guidance includes a policy
adopted by the state board of
education. ©

TN HB 932 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of a Unless pertaining to:
adoption. wireless communication device -an |IEP, 504 plan or Individual learning
- local boards of education during instructional time. plan; or the operation of assistive
and public charter school technology to increase, maintain, or
governing bodies improve the student's functional
capabilities
- an emergency or to manage health
- educational purposes during
instructional time, when allowed by a
teacher
X HB 1481 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of Unless pertaining to:
adoption: a personal communication device -an |IEP, 504 plan, or a similar program or
SB 1(1995) - school district boards of while on school property during plan
trustees and governing bodies | the school day. - a documented need based on a directive
of open-enrollment charter from a qualified physician
schools - a health or safety requirement
Guidance includes model
language for the policy
established by the state
department of education.
uT SB 178 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of a Unless pertaining to:
adoption: cellphone, smart watch, or - an IEP or Section 504 accommodation
- local educational agencies emerging technology at a school plan
during classroom hours. - a medical necessity
Guidance includes one or - an imminent threat to the health or
more model policies; the Policies may extend restrictions to safety of an individual
state board may create such non-classroom hours during the - a school-wide emergency
policies. school day and impose additional - the SafeUT Crisis Line
limitations.
Policies may provide for other exemptions.
VA HB 1961 (2025) Requirement for local policy Restriction on students’ cell phone | Unless pertaining to:
adoption: and smart device possession and -an IEP, 504 Plan, individualized health
- school boards use on school property from bell care plan, or Limited English Proficiency
to bell. plan to monitor or address a health
concern or as an accommodation or
assistive technology support
VT HB 480 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ use of Unless pertaining to:
adoption, at least as stringent | cell phones and non-school-issued | - an IEP, 504 plan, individualized health
as the model policy: personal electronic devices at care plan, international student’s special
- school boards and school from arrival to dismissal. education needs or as part of a disability
independent schools accommodation
- academic, school-sponsored athletic, or
Guidance includes a model cocurricular purpose, for the most limited
policy developed by multiple use reasonably possible, as
entities, including the approved by an administrator
secretary of education. - compliance with the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act
WV HB 2003 (2025) Requirement for local policy Prohibition on students’ access to Unless pertaining to:

adoption:
- county boards of education

personal electronic devices for use
in a classroom setting during
instructional time.

- an approved documented need, as
required by a medical doctor or licensed
healthcare professional or as a

6 South Carolina State Board of Education (2024). Model Policy Prohibiting Use of Personal Electronic Devices during the School Day.



https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:TN2025000H932&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=750c37e760ba21f83c27db0016b5e01f&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:TX2025000H1481&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=f8de08ac03ddd785d88036cc9df543b5&mode=current_text
https://lrl.texas.gov/legis/billsearch/BillDetails.cfm?legSession=74-0&billtypeDetail=SB&billNumberDetail=1&billSuffixDetail=
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:UT2025000S178&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=d1765c9261902ac77468c6d6e37a6623&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:VA2024000H1961&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=a9c148f237ca6194c154e4e27e4609ae&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:VT2025000H480&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=662187f32639245959b2372c9aa2c852&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:VT2025000H480&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=662187f32639245959b2372c9aa2c852&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:WV2025000H2003&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=9066e85c92a9e20503fd81dc586b82b5&mode=current_text
https://ed.sc.gov/initiatives/free-to-focus/model-policy/

requirement of an IEP or 504 plan, the
student’s health care provider’s medical
orders, or other written accommodation
plan

Policies may include exemptions
related to the requirements of an
approved work-based learning program.

Appendix B: Sample of Non-Legislative Activity

The table below provides a sample of non-legislative activity on cellphone use in schools in two states that have enacted
legislation on cellphone use in schools and three states that have not enacted legislation on the topic between 2023 and
2025. Related resources and reports are linked where available.

Sample of Non-Legislative Activity Related to Cellphone Use in Schools (2023-2025)

State  Action \ Summary

(0] Department of law funding | The department of law announced an initiative to fund local education providers (LEPs) in creating policies

initiative (2024 and 2025) and pilot interventions that address the impact of smartphones on students’ learning environments,
mental health and wellbeing, and academic performance. The department invited LEPs to complete a
survey about policies, challenges and needs related to student smartphone use, and published the
Smartphones in Schools Report.

Legislation (2025) The state legislature enacted HB 1135, which requires local policies concerning students’ possession and
use of communication devices during the school day. The bill specifies policy requirements, including
relative to exceptions, and requires the department of education to make publicly available a collection of
resources and research that may assist in the development of policies.

KS State board of education The state board of education established the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Student Screen Time to provide

task force (2024) recommendations regarding the use of personal devices in school, screen time and mental health, and
parental oversight of district-owned devices. The task force published the Blue Ribbon Task Force on
Student Screen Time Report, which includes research and recommendations for guidance on student use
of digital technology in schools. The state board accepted the report and authorized its release to districts.

MD State board of education The department of education and state board of education created the Task Force on Cell Phone Use in

and department of Schools to create guidance for school cell phone policies. The task force published the guidance

education task force (2025) | document, Task Force on Cell Phone Use in Schools: Implementation Guidance and Resources for Support.
The state board proposed a resolution regarding cell phone use policies citing the task force’s
recommendations.

OH Legislation (2024 and 2025) | The state legislature enacted HB 250, which requires local policies to limit students’ use of cellular
telephones during school hours, except under specified conditions. The bill additionally requires the
department of education to develop a model policy. HB 96 amended these measures by requiring local
policies to prohibit all cellular telephone use by students during the instructional day, except under
specified conditions, and repealing the model policy provision.

Department of education The department of education published a model policy pursuant to legislative requirements. The

model policy pursuant to department also published the Cell Phone Policy Adoption and Implementation Status Survey.

legislative requirements

and survey (2024)

OR Executive order and Governor Tina Kotek signed Executive Order No. 25-09 which requires local policies to prohibit students’

department of education
resources and toolkit
(2025)

use of personal electronic devices from the start of regular instructional hours until the end of regular
instructional hours, except under specified conditions. The department of education has created
resources and a toolkit that align with the executive order.



https://coag.gov/2024/attorney-general-phil-weiser-launches-initiative-to-fund-smartphone-strategies-in-schools-further-supporting-student-wellbeing/
https://coag.gov/app/uploads/2025/01/Smartphones-in-Schools-Report.pdf
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2025000H1135&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=0ae0533822d9f55b6a248ba6e33f2205&mode=current_text
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Office-of-the-Commissioner/BlueRibbonTaskForceOnScreenTime
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Commissioner/Blue-Ribbon-Task-Force-on-Student-Screen-Time-Report.pdf?ver=2024-12-12-131410-427
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Commissioner/Blue-Ribbon-Task-Force-on-Student-Screen-Time-Report.pdf?ver=2024-12-12-131410-427
https://www.ksde.gov/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/Weekly-News/Feature-Story/ArtMID/6201/ArticleID/3931
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Pages/taskforce/cell-phone-task-force.aspx
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Pages/taskforce/cell-phone-task-force.aspx
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/Documents/taskforce/Task-Force-on-Cell-Phone-Use-Recommendations-April2025-A.pdf
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/stateboard/Documents/EdPolicyCommittee/20250815/State-Board-Resolution-on-Cell-Phone-Use-in-Schools-A.pdf
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?mode=show_text&id=ID:bill:OH2023000H250&verid=OH2023000H250_20240515_0_E&
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:OH2025000H96&ciq=urn:user:PA7102990&client_md=255c58c45f5df817dc71bac2884660e7&mode=current_text
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Cell-Phones-in-Ohio-Schools/Model-Policy
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Cell-Phones-in-Ohio-Schools/Cell-Phone-Policy-Report-2024.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/Documents/eo-25-09.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/Pages/PEDToolkit.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/Pages/PEDToolkit.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/Documents/Toolkit%20at%20a%20glance.pdf

Appendix C: NCSL Resources

Pre-K-12 Education Legislation Database (2023-onwards)
*  This database includes legislation on cellphones in schools; such legislation can be found under the ‘Technology in Education’
and ‘Personal Devices’ topics.

State Legislatures News Article: Hold the Phone: Recent State Activity on Cell Use in Schools (2024)

* This article covers state activity on cellphone use in schools and provides summaries of legislation enacted between 2023 and
2024.

State of Play: State Lawmakers Discuss Cellphone Bans in Schools (2024)
* This installment of “State of Play,” a bipartisan video series created by A Starting Point and NCSL, features two legislators who
discuss the pros and cons of banning or restricting cellphones.

Please note that NCSL takes no position on state legislation or laws mentioned in linked material, nor does NCSL endorse any third-
party publications; resources are cited for informational purposes only.



https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/category/education/hold-the-phone-recent-state-activity-on-cell-use-in-schools
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/state-lawmakers-discuss-cellphone-bans-in-schools-1
https://www.ncsl.org/resources/state-of-play
https://www.astartingpoint.com/

