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State Policy Landscape: Cellphone Use in Schools
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How NCSL Strengthens Legislatures

Policy Research

NCSL provides trusted,
 nonpartisan policy 

research and analysis

Connections

NCSL links legislators 
and staff with each 

other and with experts

Training

NCSL delivers training 
tailored specifically for 

legislators and staff

State Voice in D.C.

NCSL represents and 
advocates on behalf of 

states on Capitol Hill

Meetings 

NCSL meetings facilitate 
information exchange 
and policy discussions
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State Legislative 
Activity
Enacted Legislation (2023-2025)
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Enacted Legislation on Cellphone Use in Schools
2023-2025
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Enacted Legislation (36 states and DC) 
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Enacted Legislation: Requirements
2023-2025
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Requirements (33 states and DC) 
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Enacted Legislation: Incentives
2023-2025
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Incentives (4 states) 
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Requirements for Cellphone Use 
in Schools
Enacted Legislation (2023-2025)
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Requirements for Cellphone Use in Schools 

• Guidance, incentives, and requirements

• Policy development and review 

Provisions and Parameters

• General policies, restrictions, and 
prohibitions relating to students’ use of 
cellphones 

• Exemptions for specified circumstances 
and teacher discretion 

Conditions on Use and Exemptions

• Implementation and enforcement

• Communication procedures 

• Accountability and transparency

• Digital literacy, internet safety and the use of 
technology and social media in schools

Additional Provisions

Inside Enacted Legislation
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NCSL Resources

SLN Article: Hold the Phone: Recent State Activity on Cell Use in Schools (October 2024)
This article covers state activity on cellphone use in schools and provides summaries of legislation enacted 
between 2023 and 2024.

 
State of Play: State Lawmakers Discuss Cellphone Bans in Schools (November 2024)

This installment of “State of Play,” a bipartisan video series created by A Starting Point and NCSL, features two 
legislators who discuss the pros and cons of banning or restricting cellphones. 

Pre-K-12 Education Legislation Database
This database includes legislation on cellphones in schools; such legislation can be found under the ‘Technology in 
Education’ and ‘Personal Devices’ topics. 

https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/category/education/hold-the-phone-recent-state-activity-on-cell-use-in-schools
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/state-lawmakers-discuss-cellphone-bans-in-schools-1
https://www.ncsl.org/resources/state-of-play
https://www.astartingpoint.com/
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/education/pre-k-12-education-legislation-database
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Thank you! 

Lauren Gendill 

Education Policy Analyst 

Lauren.Gendill@ncsl.org 

www.ncsl.org

@NCSLorg

Denver 
7700 East First Place, 
Denver CO 80230  

Washington D.C. 

444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Suite 515, 
Washington, D.C. 20001

mailto:Lauren.Gendill@ncsl.org
http://www.ncsl.org/
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