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The University of Pennsylvania was once my dream school, but now it is unrecognizable.
Leading up to October 7th, 2023, I could feel things start to change, for the worse.

In the spring of 2023, our university hosted Mohammed El Kurd and Noura Erekat to speak
at an event, two well known antisemites who have spread false information, including
blood libel, about Jews and glorified terrorists.

In September, the Palestine Writes Literature Festival, a congregation of individuals with
recognized antisemetic records supported by UPenn dollars, UPenn faculty, and UPenn
branding, came to campus. Letters and petitions from thousands of students and alumni,
national Jewish organizations, and politicians from both sides of the aisle went to the
university urging them to distance themselves from the antisemitic conference. Despite a
cease and desist letter from Governor Shapiro and a public acknowledgement that many
speakers had histories of antisemitism, the university allowed the conference to proceed as
originally planned with UPenn funding and its logos prominently displayed.

In the days leading up to the conference, I met with the Vice President for Public Safety - to
plead that UPenn do more to protect Jewish students. I was extremely concerned that we
were not safe on campus - especially given this conference was being held on the weekend
of the High Holidays. I was told that Hillel, a Jewish cultural center, was one of the safest
buildings on campus, and that I had no reason to worry.

Two days after this meeting, our Hillel was broken into and vandalized by a perpetrator
who was yelling “Fuck the Jews!”

I, along with most Jews at UPenn, see the Hillel as one of the few spaces on campus where
we can be ourselves. I’m in Hillel almost every day - whether it be for the Kosher dining hall,
prayer, my Jewish Acapella group’s rehearsal, or just to study.

After this break-in, I was more frustrated and scared than surprised. I had raised my fears
to the administration, and had written an article warning of a rise in antisemitism titled
"What Are WeWaiting For?” in The Daily Pennsylvanian (our student newspaper) which
was published the same morning of the break-in (attached). Since then, I find myself in a
raised state of fear, literally looking over my shoulder, even when I’m in Hillel. My continued
fear was unfortunately proven to not have been unfounded when a bomb threat was made
against the building two months later.

Following the attacks on October 7th, antisemites around the world have become
emboldened and our campus has been no exception. Countless antisemitic incidents



happened in the immediate months following October 7th, culminating in a riot on
December 3rd, 2023.

A mob of students, faculty, and additional extremists marched through our campus
recording and live-streaming themselves - vandalizing school buildings, lighting smoke
bombs, and screaming vicious chants in English and Arabic.

● “There is only one solution, Intifada revolution! Intifada! Intifada! Long live
the Intifada!” - Promoting the coordinated surge in terrorist attacks on Israeli and
Jewish civilians from 1987 - 1993 and 2000 - 2005 and using Nazi messaging

● “The gate of Al-Aqsa is made of iron, and only the martyr can open it! By our
soul and our blood, we will redeem you, O Al-Aqsa!” (Translated)

○ اقصىیانفدیكبالدمبالروحالشھیدإلابیفتحھاماحدید،منالاقصىباب “Bab alaqsaa min
hadidin, ma biaftahiha 'iilaa alshahid, bialruwh bialdam nafdik ya aqsaa”
(Original)

● “Fromwater [river] to water [sea], Arab Palestine!” (Translated)
○ العربیةفلسطینالماءإلىالماءمن “min alma' 'iilaa alma' filastin alearabia” (Original)

● Our on-campus bank was graffitied with the words “Blood Money”
● The Linguistics building was defaced with the word “Intifada”
● And “Avenge Gaza”was sprayed next to our gym

Watching out of our windows and on social media, my Jewish friends and I locked ourselves
in our dorm rooms. I had to cancel plans to work on my final project in the engineering lab
because I was truly terrified.

I couldn’t believe that I was experiencing a nightmare at the school I had once dreamed
about attending. I stayed up past 4 AM in disbelief, documenting what had happened in
order to share with the administration. Unfortunately, there has been nothing done to
prevent the night of December 3rd from repeating.

This riot was the scariest of all events in 2023 led by the ‘Philly Palestine Coalition,’ a
well-coordinated collective of over a dozen antisemitic organizations from the broader
Philadelphia region. ‘Penn Against the Occupation’ (PAO), a student club at UPenn, is a part
of this collective. PAO helped organize the December 3rd riot along with many other events
through the Philly Palestine Coalition. This is evidenced by their co-posting of flyers online
and resharing videos from each other's events.



At the core of the Philly Palestine Coalition are a few antisemitic agitators who have come
to our campus to spread extremismmultiple times. They are connected to students and
faculty at UPenn. Included in this group are:

● Susan Abulhawa: The executive director of the Palestine Writes Literature Festival
who wrote that, “Palestinian fighters finally broke free on 7 October 2023 in a
spectacular moment that shocked the world.” She has a long history of glorifying
terrorism and calling for an “Intifada.” In October of 2022 she tweeted, “Yalla [Let’s
go] intifada! Yalla thawra [revolution]! ...”

● Noura Erakat: A Rutgers professor who justified Hamas taking civilian hostages on
October 7th, and has a history of glorifying terrorists. She spoke at UPenn on March
23, 2023 with Mohammed El-Kurd who tweeted, “...You can’t hijack planes. You can’t
block traffic. You can’t throw Molotovs… You can’t dissent. You can’t just be.” Both
have promoted and justified violence against Jews and spoke on campus again
during Palestine Writes.

● Jordan Vaughan: A self-described: “facilitating organizer for the Philly Palestine
Coalition.” Jordan posted to Instagram on October 7th “Victory to our Resistance.
Long Live the Intifada. Al- Aqsa Flood has quenched our thirst,” and has tweeted
“Glad Hamas killed this bitch cause what’s that?” to a picture of Shani Louk who was
kidnapped and murdered at the Nova Music festival on October 7th. Jordan has also
tweeted “Live, Love, Hamas.” and has led countless protests and riots on campus and
within Philadelphia. Jordan also posted on Instagram telling Columbia students to
stop dancing and “pick up weapon[s].”

This violence of December 3rd returned to UPenn throughout the start of 2024, and
set up a permanent home for weeks when Penn Against the Occupation and the Philly
Palestine Coalition set up their illegal encampment at the center of campus.

Over 100 reports of antisemitic harassment were submitted to an online form after the first
few days of this encampment being erected. The encampment became more and more
emboldened every day.

The chants became even more extreme in English: “Al Qasammake us proud!” - Al Qasam
being the military wing of Hamas that carried out the October 7th attacks. And Arabic
chants of a Jihadist adaptation of the Islamic declaration of faith: “There is no God but
Allah and the Martyr is his beloved” (rather than “There is no God but Allah and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”).



The harassment became more common, forcing many Jewish students to not walk through
the center of campus to get to class or study at the main library. In some cases, the
university actually advised this of Jewish students rather than addressing the encampment.

Jewish students were called “Nazis,” “f*ggots,” “k*kes,” “Hitler’s children,” and
“p*ussies.” Jewish students were pointed at while rioters screamed “Hamas should do
it again!” and “You’re next!”

Jewish students and a Rabbi were physically assaulted and barred from entering the
part of the lawn taken by the encampment. American flags put up were swiftly taken
down and desecrated - replaced by the Palestinian and PFLP flags (a US - designated
terror group).

Nightly riots and intimidating protests ensued during finals week at the site of the
encampment with students being harassed, intimidated, and assaulted in some cases.
Multiple female students reported being followed home after simply walking past the
encampment.

When the police finally dismantled the encampment, weeks later, they found homemade
weapons and plans to “escalate” even further.

It’s now become common to see professors who abuse their power to make Jewish students
feel uncomfortable. Some of the worst offenders include:

● Ahmad Almallah skipped teaching his classes to harass and intimidate Jewish
students during unauthorized protests. He has led chants calling for an Intifada and
was regularly at the encampment.

● Huda Fakhreddine posted on October 7th in Arabic that “While we were asleep,
Palestine invented a new way of life.” She later clapped at a protest after the speaker
told Jewish students to ‘‘...go back to Moscow and Brooklyn and Gstaad, and fucking
Berlin where you came from…” and is now teaching a new course titled “Arabic
Readings in Belles-Lettres: Resistance from Pre-Islamic Arabia to Palestine.”
Fakhreddine was also an organizer of the encampment.

● Robert Vitalis posted a Hamas military brigade patch on his Facebook with the
caption “A quick and easy way to reduce my friends list (and it will look cool on your
jacket too)”. This was not covered by The Daily Pennsylvanian because, as one editor
told me, “we are not a tabloid.”

● Many of Penn’s faculty immediately took to social media on October 7th and have
continued posting their personal support of Hamas for months.



The events I have detailed in this testimony are unfortunately only a fraction of the
experiences that my classmates and I have endured over the past year as students at the
University of Pennsylvania. We have repeatedly been faced with extreme anti-American and
antisemitic ideologies on our campus, and many students dread returning to campus in the
fall because of it.

At over 15 meetings I’ve had with administration about these issues, I’ve been patronized
and told that I "should take care of myself and get some rest”.

Frankly, I’m not interested in sitting through more meetings just to hear more rhetoric. I
want to go back to being a student, studying and taking full advantage of what my
university has to offer.

I want to stop worrying about my safety, mental health, and belonging on campus as a Jew.
Inaction is simply unacceptable.

Freedom of speech does not mean freedom to incite violence; academic freedom does not
mean freedom to indoctrinate.

Attached are photos from the riot on December 3rd and the encampment, posts from the
pro-Hamas student group, comics created by lecturer Dwayne Booth, and screenshots from
UPenn faculty social media.

I have also attached an article I wrote in the Daily Pennsylvanian on September 21st, 2023
warning Jewish students of a rise in antisemitism on our campus and articles written by
Ben Messafi (Penn ‘27) and Eyal Yakoby (Penn ‘24) about the encampment.



On Campus Photos from the December 3rd Riot

Photo Credit Joe Piette

On campus TD Bank
(Across street from
Huntsman Hall)

Next to the Pottruck Gym Linguistics Building



On Campus Photos from the Encampment

“ZIOSGETFUCKT” graffiti on
the Ben Franklin statue.

Pointing at Jewish students
and making the upside
down triangle to represent
Hamas.

Protestor with backpack
depicting Jews as rats.

The encampment (photos from The Daily Pennsylvanian).

PFLP, US designated terrorist group, flag flown.
“Revolution until victory”



Penn Against the Occupation (Student Group) Posts

10/7/2023
(Rioting for Hamas on

October 8th)

12/6/2023
(Calling for a global

Intifada)

01/2/2024
(Eulogizing a Hamas leader)

7/21/2024
(Praising Lions Den, the terror org)



Examples of UPenn Lecturer Dwayne Booth’s Cartoons



Professors’ Social Media Posts:

Translates to: “While we were asleep, Palestine invented a new way of life”

UPenn Professor Vitalis

UPenn Professor Powell

UPenn Professor Zuberi

UPenn Professor Roberts

UPenn Professor Fakhreddine

Translates to: “Gaza is not an
‘open air prison.’ Prisoners
receive visitors and aid is allowed
to be passed to them. Gaza is a
Nazi-style concentration camp, a
concentration camp under
bombardment.”

UPenn Professor Norton



This article was published on The Daily Pennsylvanian website on 09/21/2023, the same
morning that the Hillel building was broken into. The print form is below:
















