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SENATE BILL 1606-REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTINA

SYNOPSIS:
Provides for the posting of annual financial information for public school entities.

SUMMARY:
Amends the Public School Code to create the Public School Web Accountability and Transparency
(SchoolWATCH) Act.

Requires the Department of Education (PDE) to post all of the following information for each area
vocational-technical school, school district or charter school entity, hereinafter referred to as a public school
entity, to the extent it is available to the department:
e The following financial information for the public school entity for the most recent fiscal year for
which that information was reported to PDE:
o Total expenditures in the following categories:

» Instructional (defined as all activities dealing directly with the interaction between
teachers and students and related costs, which can be directly attributed to a program
of instruction)

= Support services (defined as those services that provide administrative support;
technical support, including, but not limited to, guidance and health; and logistical
support to facilitate and enhance instruction)

i = Non-instructional (defined as activities concerned with providing non-instructional

| services to students, staff or the community)

| = Facilities acquisition and construction (defined as the purchase and improvement of
; land, buildings, service systems and built-in equipment)

| s Other financing uses (defined as current debt service expenditures and other expenses,
| such as refunding debt and transfers of money from one fund to another)

1 o The public school entity’s per-student expenditures based on both instructional and total

| expenditures

| o The public school entity’s per-student charter tuition rates for both regular and special

; education students

o The public school entity’s average daily membership

o The public school entity’s market value/personal income aid ratio (defined as the combined
| market value and personal income wealth per pupil relative to the State average)

o The average teacher salary in the public school entity




o Total revenues from each of the following sources:

s  Federal
= State

= Local

= QOther

o The public school entity’s general fund balance.
e A link to the public school entity’s publicly accessible internet website, where available.
e A statement instructing the public to contact the public school entity for access to any union contract
It also requires PDE to post all information as a “View Fiscal Information™ icon located on the School
Performance Profile in a manner that is accessible, includes definitions, and uses existing databases
whenever possible.

Beginning with the information pertaining to the 2012-2013 fiscal year, post the required information for at
least the most recent three fiscal years for which the information is available to PDE, including a graph
displaying the change in the amount reported from year to year.

Requires each public school entity to provide PDE with any additional information that is not already
required to be provided.

Effective Date: Immediately

BILL HISTORY:
Passed House 10/27/15

This language was the original language of HB224 which was amended to add language necessary to
effectuate the education provisions of a general appropriations act. HB224 was vetoed by the Governor,
Veto No. 6
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